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GOOD NEWS!!
Let us give thanks to God for the hope we have in him through Christ!

PHONE:  404-873-7667

EPISCOPAL COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANT WILL BUILD CAPACITY FOR 

PEER-TO-PEER CARE IN CHURCH COMMUNITY ON THE STREETS OF ATLANTA

Church of the Common Ground, Atlanta’s “church without walls,” will team with 

Care and Counseling Center of Georgia to offer pastoral care training to members  

November 16, 2017—Women and men who live with economic and housing insecurity on

the streets of Atlanta will strengthen their abilities to serve and support one another through

a $5,000 grant from the Episcopal Community Foundation for Middle and North Georgia

(ECF) to Church of the Common Ground (CCG), a church community in the heart of the city.

CCG has no church building; it ministers with its members on the streets of Atlanta, and

hosts worship each week at 1 p.m. in downtown Woodruff Park. The ECF grant is for a

“Peer-to-Peer Pastoral Care and Connections” initiative to help church members help one

another.

Together with CCG clergy, professional staff from the Care and Counseling Center of

Georgia will gather Common Ground church members together for pastoral care training

workshops. The training will further cultivate a support network of compassion, faith, and

assistance on city streets and in hospitals, clinics, shelters, hospices, and recovery centers

in the metro Atlanta area. Workshops will focus on communications skills and how to be an

immediate and supportive presence in places and spaces where others are struggling.

“We’re grateful to ECF for its investment in sharing compassion wherever people experience

deep hurt and economic stress across our city,” said the Reverend Mary Wetzel, vicar of

Church of the Common Ground. “Our colleagues at the Care and Counseling Center of

Georgia will be able partners in training members of our church community to share healing

and hope with others.”

The peer-to-peer pastoral care training program will begin in early 2018.

“We are honored to develop this important partnership with Church of the Common Ground

through the support of the Episcopal Community Foundation for Middle and North Georgia,”

said the Reverend Sandra Mullins, chief executive officer of Care and Counseling Center of

Georgia. “We believe the peer-to-peer pastoral care training program honors each person

and their special gifts. It truly provides for those most in need through the church community

network, and allows for healing and hope for each person’s journey.”

“ECF is thrilled to support this Small Acts of Charity grant for Church of the Common

Ground’s Peer-to-Peer Pastoral Care and Connections initiative,” said Lindsey Hardegree,

executive director of the Episcopal Community Foundation for Middle and North Georgia. “In

the past year, we have shifted our primary grant making to focus on larger, more impactful

grants, but through our Small Acts of Charity program we are able to illustrate how a small

amount can be catalyzed to create larger impact, whether through the piloting of a new

program with the homeless or exploring creative uses of existing resources to better serve

the poor and oppressed.”

“Brothers and sisters in Christ, I have Good News. God is here, God is right here in this place, and we are

on Holy Ground.” For many reasons, it was my great delight to proclaim these words for the first time as

your new Vicar last Sunday.

First, these words are the truest truths we can speak to one another: God is indeed here, among us. This is

our Advent hope and our Christmas joy. God comes to be with us in the most surprising ways: as babe in a

manger, as friend in the park, as one who rescues us from our sin and from our selves. My encounter with

Jesus Christ has been and is, like many of yours, liberating, astonishing, and life-transforming. I am looking

forward to our exchanging stories of God’s faithfulness and to encouraging one another in our life of faith.

Second, the words I proclaim at the beginning of the service, “God is here, God is right here…” are your

words. They have long been the sign of the beginning of our worship at 1pm on Sundays, and they are part

of the whole, printed in your bulletin/program/liturgy. Liturgy, the word referring to all the words we take turns

saying, and say together, on Sundays in Woodruff Park, means, literally, “the work of the people.” Our work

of worshipping and serving together is holy work, and I am thankful that you have invited me to join you in

the work you have already been doing. Which brings me to my next point…

Third, you have been known by your leaders as “brothers and sisters in Christ” for over ten years at Church

of the Common Ground. That will not change. I will know you and respect you as brothers and sisters in

Christ, and am thankful that you have welcomed me so warmly as sister and as pastor. We will continue this

journey as a church community together, and even as we all experience a mix of feelings now that Mary is

retired, we look forward both to continuing worship and service as we have known it, and to the new things

that will come from our partnership in the months and years ahead.

Fourth, and finally, “we are on holy ground.” It is true. Sometimes that ground is hard, or cold, or filled with

people who seem hard or cold. But when we proclaim this, we encourage one another to look again at the

place we are in. Is the bush burning, as it was with the presence of God before Moses? Or, could the infant

be the future king, as was true even as Mary held him in a manger? We might have to look really closely at

the trees in Woodruff Park...I suspect they are full of angels.

“Brothers and Sisters in Christ, I have Good News. God is here, God is right here with us, and we are on

Holy Ground.”

Blessed Advent,

Pastor Monica

Vicar:  
The Rev. Monica Mainwaring
Deacon:
The Rev. Nadine Pope
Episcopal Service Corp:
Lizzy Trawick

SUNDAYS:  1pm—Worship at Woodruff Park

MONDAYS:  10:30am—Morning Prayer Central Outreach

TUESDAYS:  Pastoral Care |  1-3pm Common Soles—Gateway

WEDNESDAYS:  10:30am—Morning Prayer at Central Outreach
2:30pm—Bible Study at Woodruff Park

THURSDAYS:  Pastoral Care



If you would like your birthday listed in the CCG newsletter, please make sure to let one of the leaders know what date it is.

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me will live, 

even though they die.”  
John 11:25 (CEB)

May angels surround him, 

saints welcome him in peace, 

and dear friends 

John Boy, Gail, Cindy, James Russell, 

Slim, Vivian, and others hug him in joy.

Remembering Walter Mathews
“Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are 
mistreated, since you also are in the body.” 
-Hebrews 13:3 

Write to Thomas:

Cobb County Jail
Thomas Blackstone #001009413

P. O. Box 100110
Marietta, GA 30061

Remember Those Who Need Our Prayers
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3rd-James Solomon & Atha Komolafe

5th-Richard Harbin

7th-Alfred

9th-James Dobson & Andrya’s youngest daughter

11th-Darrell Williams

14th-Tony Hines

18th-Aldo Tondi & Jin Chae

19th-Cheryl Sturgies

23rd-Pierre

25th-Holly

Pastor Mary’s Last Service and Send Off

We pray this birthday will warm your heart and may God's warmth not ever depart.


